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The regular meeting of the Valley Fire District Board was held on Monday, February 19, 2024 at 
the Valley Fire District, 5287 Dogwood Drive, Peninsula, Ohio 44264. The following were present. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS OFFICERS OFFICERS FIRE CLERK 
Amy Anderson Chief Riedel Lt. Sebastian Catherine Anson 

Dan Schneider, Sr  Capt. Packard LEGAL COUNSEL 
   Al Schrader 

 

The regular board meeting of the Valley Fire District was called to order by Anderson at 5:30 PM.  
 

Announcements: Anderson offered condolences to the family of Paul Guenther on his passing. 
Congratulations were offered to the Woodridge Middle and High School Competition 
Cheerleading program on their back-to-back league championships. Congratulations also to the 
Woodridge 8th Grade Basketball Team on winning their back-to-back MAC Championship. 
 

Approval of Minutes.   
MOTION by Schneider, seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes of the January 15, 2024 
organizational meeting. Voting:  All Yes. [20240219-01] 
MOTION by Schneider, seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes of the January 15, 2024 
regular meeting. Voting:  All Yes. [20240219-02] 
 

Financials and Approval of Bank Reconciliation.  MOTION by Schneider, seconded by Anderson to 
approve the bank reconciliation.  Voting: All Yes. [20240219-03] 
 

Approval of Payroll.  MOTION by Schneider, seconded by Anderson to approve Pay #02 of 
February 6, 2024.  Voting: All Yes. [20240219-04] 
 

Approval for Payment of Bills. MOTION by Schneider, seconded by Anderson to approve the 
payment of bills.  Voting: All Yes. [20240219-05] 
 

Other Business.  

• Life Force Closures. MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Schneider to approve the Life Force 
closure. Voting: All Yes.  [20240219-06]  

• Ohio Checkbook Data Agreement. The board reviewed the new data agreement prior to the 
meeting. MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Schneider to approve new data agreement. 
Voting: All Yes.  [20240219-07]  

• Fiscal Year 2023/Annual Report. The 2023 fiscal year has closed and the annual report will be 
made available on the web with a notice placed in the Community News. 

• New Huntington Loan Agreement. The bank has been contacted regarding the new loan for 
the squad which is expected to be delivered by the end of March. 

• NOPEC Gas Quote. The NOPEC agreement for natural gas expires at the end of the month. 
Two quotes were given for renewal: 12 months = $2.72 /MCF; 24 months = $3.21 /MCF. 
MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Schneider to accept the 24 month rate for the contract 
renewal. Voting: All Yes.  [20240219-08]  

 
 

Reports.  
 

Riedel.  
• The officers recommend hiring five new employees: Shannon Contreras, Alexis Becker, Brian 

Loftus, and Zach Heiss as Firefighter/EMTs and Ethan Schilling as a Firefighter/Paramedic.  

MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Schneider to approve the hires.   

Voting: All Yes. [20240219-09] 

• The new ambulance is expected to be ready by March 13. Upon passing inspection by our 

officers, the vehicle will be delivered to North Canton for graphics and may be ready to 

accept by the end of March. 

• He would like to staff 4 people per shift during the eclipse in April. MOTION by Anderson, 

seconded by Schneider to approve the additional staffing.  Voting: All Yes. [20240219-10] 

Anderson invited CNVP Chief Bruce Gagnon to the meeting; he discussed the park’s safety 

plans during the eclipse. 

• Part to repair Engine 2 are still pending. The engine is operational. 
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• The FEMA application for heart monitors will be submitted. He attended the grant class 

offered by Congresswoman Sykes. Anderson noted that the township will pay for 

membership for Riedel in the Ohio Township Association for grant notices and workshops. 

Funding requests exceeded the amount of available funds each year but repeated 

applications have been encouraged. 

• They are working on the Ohio EMS grant application funded by seatbelt violations. In recent 

years, these have been small grants. 

• Our current EMS reporting system has been bought out. They are looking at options for 2025. 

• Our local supplier of uniforms has gone out of business. They are looking for new vendors 

since the new hires will need gear. 
 

Riedel for Duber. 

• He has completed the AFG financial report for the air station grant. 

• The insurance company has assessed damage of Engine 2. They are waiting on availability of 
repair facility. 

• The Annual Swim Test and SCUBA Skills Review for Divers and Swiftwater Technicians is 
Saturday, March 9th. After swim test, all dive equipment on Water Rescue Trailer 4216 will be 
out of service for annual maintenance. 

• On February 26-28, Joe McVey, Lt. Sebastian, Hannah August and myself will be attending the 
Surface Ice Rescue Class.  

 

Packard. 

• There were no holes in the schedule this month. 

• New members attended all day pump ops class at Station 1. 

• He will put together mini Valley training academy for the new hires to expedite and facilitate 
a good training program that can help day to day operations. 

• 3 members attended free training at the Independence Fire Dept. 
 

Sebastian. 

• He attended a meeting on January 29 regarding use of our squads for non-emergency 
purposes with the aim of curtailing the use as a priority. The meeting was successful. 

• He received an updated quote on two new heart monitors at a significant increase over the 
2023 price: $126,169.82 for two monitors. Riedel noted that our current monitors were 
originally purchased from FEMA grant funds. 

• Stryker may continue to service the monitors at an hourly rate in 2025 as parts remain 
available. 

• EMS training will be held via Zoom this month. 
 

Riedel 

• He will be out of town until Sunday. 
 

Anderson. 

• She mentioned a complaint from a Boston Heights resident regarding the use of sirens and 
lights from Station 2 vehicles. Councilperson Fenn was familiar with the situation. Riedel 
indicated that personnel do not use lights or sirens unless needed. Schrader noted that he has 
reviewed the complaint and found that our use of lights and sirens is appropriate. 

 

Executive Session.  MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Schneider, to enter executive session to 
discuss legal issues with the officers remaining. Anson called roll. 
 

Anderson. Yes  Schneider. Yes 

Motion passed.  The trustees entered executive session at 6:11 PM.  [20240219-11] 
 

MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Slocum, to enter regular session. Anson called roll. 
Anderson. Yes  Schneider. Yes 

Motion passed. The trustees reconvened at 6:18 PM with no action taken during the session. 
 [20240219-12] 
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Ohio Bulletin 2024-002. Schrader has written a letter to Huntington National Bank regarding the 
bulletin clarifying requirements for standard installment loans and how it might affect our Loan 
#003. He requested board approval to submit the letter. MOTION by Anderson, seconded by 
Schneider to approve the letter to the bank. Voting: All Yes.  [20240219-13]  
 
 

There being no further business, Anderson moved to adjourn at 6:20 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,      
 

    

 Catherine Anson, Clerk  Amy Anderson, Chair 
  


