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The regular meeting of the Valley Fire District Board was held on Monday, April 15, 2024 at the 
Valley Fire District, 5287 Dogwood Drive, Peninsula, Ohio 44264. The following were present. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS OFFICERS OFFICERS FIRE CLERK 
Amy Anderson Chief Riedel  Catherine Anson 

Ray Hach Asst. Chief Duber  LEGAL COUNSEL 
Richard Slocum Capt. Packard  Al Schrader 

 

The regular board meeting of the Valley Fire District was called to order by Anderson at 5:31 PM.  
 

New Trustees: Ray Hach and Richard Slocum were sworn in by Legal Counsel Schrader and the 
new authorization form for the checking account was signed. 
 

Announcements: Anderson offered condolences to Schrader and family on the passing of Debra’s 
mother. 
 

Approval of Minutes.   
MOTION by Hach, seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2024 regular 
meeting. Voting:  Anderson and Hach: Yes; Slocum: Abstain. [20240415-01] 
 

Purchase Orders. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve the purchase order as listed 
below.  Voting: All Yes. [20240415-02] 
 

REGULAR PO. (Items at $2,500 or more must be signed by the board) 

PO # ACCOUNT ACCOUNT NAME VENDOR $AMOUNT 

11 -2024 1000-110-312-0000 AUDITING SERVICES CHARLES HARRIS 2,232.00 
 

Financials and Approval of Bank Reconciliation.  MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to 
approve the bank reconciliation.  Voting: All Yes. [20240415-03] 
 

Approval of Payroll.  MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve Pay #04 of April 2, 2024.  
Voting: All Yes. [20240415-04] 
 

Approval for Payment of Bills. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve the payment of 
bills.  Voting: All Yes. [20240415-05] 
 

Other Business.  

• Life Force Closures. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve Life Force Closures.  
Voting: All Yes. [20240415-06] 

• Charges for Services Review: Charges for services will be reviewed again in June. 
 
Reports.  
 

Riedel.    

• The eclipse went on without incident. Ten people were staffed through-out the day. 

• The FEMA Safer grant was submitted for 3 full-time firefighters. 

• The new Medic unit is in service. 

• Auburn Fire Department is interested in purchasing the old unit. Schrader is looking into 
whether we can sell to them or their township without advertising. 

• The new Fire and EMS software by ESO is ready to be purchased. The hospital will pick up the 
EMS portion of the fee. Cost is $1,538.04 to install/set up with the annual subscription at 
$4,950.56 for the Fire portion. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve the new 
Fire and EMS software.  Voting: All Yes. [20240415-07] 

• The washing machines at each station, purchased with an Ohio grant, need automatic soap 
dispensers installed at a cost of $1462.40. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve 
the purchase.  Voting: All Yes. [20240415-08] 
 

Riedel for Sebastian. 

• As mentioned, the new squad is in service but may need a few things to be fully supplied. 

• He has confirmed with Western Reserve Hospital that they will cover the EMS portion of the 
new tracking software at a cost of approximately $4,600. 

• The assisted living facility in Boston Heights have been calling us for non-emergency services. 
They will be contacted regarding approved usage of our services. 
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Duber. 

• The six new hires have been equipped but the two women will need new gear because we 
don’t have the correct size for them. 

• The SAFER grant application was completed and submitted. 

• County water rescue training will be scheduled soon. Demand for this type of training has 
been increasing. 
 

Packard. 

• Pre-employment training for the new hires has been completed. 

• TRAINING: Members have attended a week-long technical rescue class in the National Park, 
an electric vehicle class, and training on the new squad. 

• Nine inspections were completed. 

• There’s only a few holes in the schedule for this month. 

• ECLIPSE: 10 members assisted with shift coverage on the day of the eclipse. The Association 
hosted lunch and dinner for the department and the Boston Heights and Peninsula Police 
Department personnel. The Chief hosted breakfast that day.  

• The week before the eclipse, we hosted 42 students for a week-long training in search and 
rescue. The training was free for all county teams.  

• We received a flag and plaque for each station. 

• All 24 Peninsula police officers received CPR training.  
 

Packard, for the Association. 

• The Pancake Breakfast is now being advertised and the Reverse Raffle is in process. 

• Clean Up Day will be held on Saturday, April 20. 

• Banner signs for the stations for the events have been ordered. 
 

Dan Schneider, Sr. 

• Former VFD Trustee Schneider stated that he retired for health reasons asking Slocum to take 
over for him. He has served the department since 1962 and the members of the department 
have treated him well. Riedel stated the department appreciated everything he did.  

• He stated he did hear complaints regarding Anderson’s comments on signing paychecks. She 
stated that no insult was intended and that the comment was used as an ice-breaker. He 
stated that the reserve raffle was being held at the Town Hall because they didn’t get 
approval to hold it here. Anderson responded that approval would have been granted last 
month but no one attending indicated that a decision was necessary at that time. 

Schrader distributed pens with his contact information on them. 
 

Slocum. 

• He thanked Schneider for all of his years of service. 

• The Peninsula Council made preparations for the eclipse due to a prediction of a massive 
influx of visitors. With fewer than regular visitors in the area, it was better to overprepare 
than risk catastrophic problems.  

• He is proud to back serving the department again and happy to help out. 
 

Hach stated that it is an honor to be appointed to the board and is also happy to help out. 
 

Executive Session.  MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Hach, to enter executive session to 
discuss personnel issues. Anson called roll. Anderson: Yes. Hach: Yes. Slocum: Yes. 

Motion passed.  The trustees entered executive session at 6:27 PM.  [20240415-09] 
 

MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Hach, to enter regular session. Anson called roll. Anderson: 
Yes. Hach: Yes. Slocum: Yes. Motion passed. The trustees reconvened at 6:42 PM with no action 
taken during the session.  [20240415-10] 
 

There being no further business, Hach moved to adjourn at 6:42 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,      
 

    

 Catherine Anson, Clerk  Amy Anderson, Chair 
  


