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The regular meeting of the Valley Fire District Board was held on Monday, July 15, 2024 at the 
Valley Fire District, 5287 Dogwood Drive, Peninsula, Ohio 44264. The following were present. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS OFFICERS CLERK LEGAL COUNSEL 
Amy Anderson Chief Riedel Catherine Anson Al Schrader 

Ray Hach Lt. Sebastian   
Richard Slocum    

 

The regular board meeting of the Valley Fire District was called to order by Anderson at 5:31 PM.  
 

Approval of Minutes.   
MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2024 regular 
meeting. Voting:  All Yes. [20240715-01] 
 

Purchase Orders. (Items at $2,500 or more must be signed by the board). MOTION by Hach, 
seconded by Slocum to approve the blanket purchase orders.  Voting: All Yes. [20240715-02] 
 

PO # ACCOUNT ACCOUNT NAME $AMOUNT 

37 -2024 1000-110-312-0000 AUDITING SERVICES 100.00 
 

 

Financials and Approval of Bank Reconciliation.  Delayed until next month. 
 

Approval of Payroll.  MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve Pay #07 of June 25, 2024.  
Voting: All Yes. [20240715-03] 
 

Approval for Payment of Bills. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve the payment of 
bills.  Voting: All Yes. [20240715-04] 
 

Reports.  
 

Riedel.    

• Nick Sternad passed his Paramedic exam and the increase will take effect with the next pay. 
He asked if we could now hire Nick in a full-time position. Riedel will work on a possible cost 
to the department for this second FT position. 

• Engine 2 still waiting on parts to repair body damage, 2-3 week delay. 

• The unleaded gas tank is being increased to a 1,000 gallon tank due to increased use. We will 
not be billed for the replacement tank.  

• All radios have been updated with the most current software. We should come up with a plan 
for future replacement of older radios. He will research pricing. 

• The Village of Peninsula sent in a request to waive EMS fees for one of their employees. 
Anderson said they could handle that as a closure. Riedel will contact Life Force. 
 

Riedel for Duber. 

• Car 2 had a stalling issue. Fuel pump was replaced. It is back in service. 

• He completed the Federal Financial Report for 2021 AFG (Air Fill Station) and submitted it. 

• The account is open and active at Levinson’s. All members can go there for duty uniforms, t-
shirts, hats and job shirts. 

• 3 new members need gear due to nothing being able to fit them and Claire Schramm needs 
updated gear. Purchase was previously approved by board. Shannon and Jennifer have been 
sized. Catianna and Claire have contact info but have not set up a time yet with the rep. 

• Valley Divers have training this Friday 7/19 at Darrow Lake in Stow. 
 

Riedel for Packard. 

• Training: Cadets had some great days of training; we have a couple that are ready for Asst. 
Chief Duber to test them and authorize putting them on as a 3rd person on shift. 

• Schedule: We had a couple of call offs, a couple of shifts with only 1 on duty. This is the first 
month with weekend additions and he will page out reminders for the shift requests due 
Wednesday for next month. 

• Payroll: No issues.  

• Station: He would like to purchase a weed trimmer and blower using batteries we have at a 
cost of ~$200 on Amazon prime. Slocum suggested he could donate a gas-powered weed 
eater. MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Slocum to approve purchase of a battery-powered 
weed trimmer and leaf blower at a cost of $200.  Voting: All Yes. [20240715-05] 
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• The garage door was repaired. 

• Reminder, he will be at Ohio Fire Chiefs training conference Sunday 7/21-Friday 7/25. He will 
have phone and computer access. 

• Kapsandy’s probationary period ended in March and they would like to extend the probation 
period to the end of the year. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve the 
extension of the probationary period.  Voting: All Yes. [20240715-06] 

• Thanks to Lt Sebastian and the guys who helped him during the Chief’s absence keeping 
things running smoothly. 

 

Anderson. The Ohio Auditor’s Office is now requiring all public employees and elected officials to 
complete an 8-minute online class on fraud and submit their certificate of completion to the clerk. 
Riedel provided two certificates to the clerk and will notify employees of the requirement. 

 

Sebastian. 

• All extinguishers have been serviced / hydro tested. 

• Hydrant checks are ongoing and due back by July 31st. 

• One of the iPads in the squad was damaged; the hospital is working to replace it for us. 

• The EMS grant should have been awarded by now but the deadline for notification has been 
extended. The FEMA grant for monitors is still pending. 

• Business as usual on EMS supplies. 

• Online EMS training will be scheduled for July and August. 

• He would like to request an executive session for personnel matters. 
 

N. Sternad for the Association. 

• Donations are still coming in for the event. 

• Treasurer H. August: They are considering Class A uniforms for members and plaques for 
members who leave/retire. 

• Anderson offered congratulations to Nick on passing the paramedic exam.  
 

Schrader. Parker has completed the revision of personnel manual and SOPs drafted through 
Lexipol. The revision was submitted to the board. The board provided the officers with the 
revision for their review.  
 

Slocum. Slocum reported that he repeated Anderson's comments from VFD 6-17-2024 meeting to 
Peninsula Council regarding the creation of a K9 medic class - that "the Department should not 
spend any funds on this since this is a Peninsula matter and was not approved by Boston 
Township." 
 

Executive Session.  Schrader provided a form for tracking executive session procedures to be in 
compliance with state requirements. MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Slocum, to enter 
executive session to discuss personnel matters regarding employment, with the officers 
remaining. Anson called roll. 
 

Anderson. Yes Hach. Yes Slocum. Yes 

Motion passed.  The trustees entered executive session at 6:11 PM.  [20240715-07] 
 

MOTION by Anderson, seconded by Hach, to enter regular session. Anson called roll. 
Anderson. Yes Hach. Yes Slocum. Yes 

Motion passed. The trustees reconvened at 7:29 PM with no action taken during the session. 
 [20240715-08] 

 

There being no further business, Hach moved to adjourn at 7:29 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,      
 

    

 Catherine Anson, Clerk  Amy Anderson, Chair 
  


