VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

September 15, 2025

The regular meeting of the Valley Fire District Board was held on Monday, September 15, 2025 at the
Valley Fire District, 5287 Dogwood Drive, Peninsula, Ohio 44264. The following were present.

BOARD MEMBERS OFFICERS CLERK LEGAL COUNSEL
Amy Anderson Lt. Sebastian Catherine Anson Al Schrader
Ray Hach

Richard Slocum
The regular board meeting of the Valley Fire District was called to order by Anderson at 5:30 PM.

Anderson turned over announcements to the Chief regarding the services for former Chief Dave
Morehouse. Packard stated that the family was very appreciative of the flowers, ceremony, and
presence of the many former and current firefighters along with firefighters from across the state.
Anderson and Slocum expressed thanks for the great job on handling the services.

Approval of Minutes. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve the minutes of the August

18, 2025 regular meeting. Voting: All Yes [20250915-01]
Purchase Orders. (Items at $2,500 or more must be signed by the board). MOTION by Hach,
seconded by Slocum to approve the purchase orders. Voting: All Yes. [20250915-02]

PO | # ACCOUNT ACCOUNT NAME VENDOR SAMOUNT

32 | -2025 1000-110-342-0000 | POSTAGE POSTMASTER 62.00

33 | -2025 1000-110-323-0000 | COPIER MAINTENANCE WELLS FARGO 400.00

Financials and Bank Reconciliations. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve the bank

reconciliation for August 2025. Voting: All Yes. [20250915-03]
Approval of Payroll. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve Pay #10a (bi-weekly pay for
Becker) for September 2 and Pay #10 of September 16, 2025. Voting: All Yes. [20250915-04]
Approval for Payment of Bills. MOTION by Hach, seconded by Slocum to approve the payment of
bills. Voting: All Yes. [20250915-05]
Business.

e Cybersecurity Program. Anderson stated that Matt Padrut will help write the newly required
program for free. Slocum stated he attended one of the workshops put on by the Auditor’s Office.

e Service Contract with Boston Heights. Fenn stated that the agreement has worked out better
than expected and he anticipates no problem in continuing the collaboration. Anderson suggested
a longer contract of 20 years. Options will be discussed moving forward.

Reports.

Packard.

o We are currently on call #617. If the frequency holds steady, we will surpass last year’s call
volume.

e He thanked Lt. Sebastian, the Fire Board, current and past members, and area chiefs for their
assistance with the Morehouse funeral.

e Schedule. There were a few shifts with single coverage. The September schedule is much better.

e Training. Members attended water training. Wilderness medical training is scheduled for the end
of the month.

e Personnel. Vince Kapsandy has resigned from the department. The promotional testing will be
rescheduled due to a conflict the services for Chief Morehouse. We have 8 employment
applications that are under review by the officers.

e Maintenance. Mechanic Yash is getting caught up with maintenance tasks. We are getting a quote
for the damage to Engine 1; the engine is still in service. The UTV needs a new battery.

e The Association Steak Fry is scheduled for 9/27/2025 at Station 2.

Packard for the Association.

e The Association has new officers with Becker, August, and Heisa elected to positions.

e Heritage Farms requested department presence at Heritage Days on October 18. Anderson noted
that board permission had be granted for all future Heritage Days.

e Anderson stated that similar extended permission might be given for use of the Town Hall
driveway during Halloween after this year.
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Sebastian.

e He continued working with Attorney Randolph to set up notifications and procedures for billing
businesses. Randolph will have an update soon. Anderson asked for additional information from
Schrader. Looking forward, letters are being prepared to Peninsula and Boston Heights regarding
changing zoning ordinances to require a private ambulance service for certain businesses.
Regarding the current situation, the board can approve a resolution regarding the charges.
However, a similar resolution by nearby city might be challenged by one of their businesses.
Schrader indicated that there are no legal precedents on whether we can or cannot charge for
non-emergency transport.

MOTION by Slocum, seconded by Hach to approve moving forward with billing businesses for
non-emergency calls. Voting: All Yes. [20250915-06]

e The third monitor was ordered with accessories. The parts are slowly coming in with some on
back order. He is waiting to hear back from Stryker on the service contract.

e  Warranty work for Med 3 has been completed.

e Hydrant inspections are almost completed.

e Tickets are due today for the steak fry.

e He thanked everyone for their support during the services for Chief Morehouse.

Fenn.

e He noted that Dave Morehouse will be sorely missed.

e He would like permission from the Association to place PR material on the tables during the Steak
Fry. Packard assured him permission would be given.

e He will be in contact with his council members regarding options on the service contract
renewal/extension.

Schrader.

e He submitted a letter and supporting documentation to the board on the accessing personal email
accounts during public record requests. A new ruling indicated that only official email accounts
can be considered public records.

e He announced upcoming attendance conflicts and that his colleagues will be attending meetings
in his place.

Slocum.

e He requested an update from Fenn regarding frequent complaints from a Boston Heights resident.
Fenn responded that the previous line of complaints have not continued.

e He thanked department members for their support for Dave Morehouse and his family.

There being no further business, Hach moved to adjourn at 6:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Anson, Clerk Amy Anderson, Chair



